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Candidates Line Up To Tackle Kami 


Can The President 
Only Be Accountable 
For Everything? 

Security and stability is one of the most 
important and most essential issues which the 
governments are to establish. 

Right now as we have an organization by the 
name of Government, and this government has 
gained validity on international level and under 
the scrutiny of the United Nations, and is legally 
having all the standard right of advisability and 
responsibilities. 

From the other side the international 
Peacekeeping forces are making their | 
possibilities accessible to the government, but 
sometimes the capital and especially the 
provinces are facing such chaos and insecurity 
that you may say there never has been any 
foundation by the name of Government 
The Transitional Islamic State, not having a 
parliament and legislation, cannot be considered 
as a whole government, in order to discharge all 
the duties, we nevertheless accept that )l can 
play a role of a powerful government 
Especially the fact that this government is not an 

alliance government mid is not included of all the 
forces and bureaus, the legal actions of all of 
which is controlled by it and is under its the 
authority. 

During the three years of this government, we 
were eyewitnesses of different types of law 
breakings, infringements, obstinacies, and 
creation of insecurities and disobeying the 
provincial commanders and other responsible, 
which are the roots of the central authorities, and 
such a policy have not been seen in former 
governments 

This was not only agitating and shocking for the 
general feelings of the world, but also has created 
a large number of problems and a headache tor 
the authors of the central government, the result 
was slowness of all the processes of peace, 
reconstruction, reintegration and establishment ot | 
social justice and ultimately the legal and lawful 
organization by the name of (government) was 
blemished 

Right now as we are on the entrance toward a 
great democratic trial or elections and all the 
wcrld has devoted their time, money, hopes and 
expectations to this trial, further than they are 
shedding their sweets and bloods for it, the 
insecurity is inclining day by day, convulsion 
conflict, obstinacies and insolence are rising 
from day to day and the obscure conflagration of 
violence and abuses arises as time passes 
The result of all these insecurity’ is the abolition 
of the authority of the central government, 
inconfidence of the people and general 
opinions upon the power of the authorities, 
causing disinterestedness of the troops oi the 

friendly countries inside the country and the 
failure of the United Nations and all the 
security keeping sides including the 
government. 

The reality is that only the President cannot be 
responsible for all this and cannot reply for the 
insecurity in the provinces, but all the 
responsible and government officials, assigned 
as chiefs and commanders. 

If President Karzai acts as the past, even 
without the influencing actions, participation 
and interference of the responsible and 
I government officials any ot who are 
representing a party and a faction as we have 
seen, nothing can be stepped up. 

We can say that the orders given in the last 
week cannot be accomplished without the 
interference and influencing actions of the 
government officials and their responsible 
Mentioning all the facts we can focus that the 
people and world is outpatient and it is better 
that the President should change his policy 
before it is too late 


portray himself as a national 
figure. 

However, there will be no avoiding 
the ethnic dimensions in these 
elections, analysts say, 

Mr Qanuni is a leading figure in 
ihe Northern Alliance movement 
which overthrew' the Taleban in 
2001 with US support. 

He is also thought to have the 
backing of ihe alliance leader and 
defense minister, Mohammed 
Faliim, who was dropped by Mr 
Karzai as his running mate. 

Mr Qanuni can rely on the suppon 
of the Tajiks of his native Panjsliir 
region, north of Kabul, although 
many election watchers doubt his 
appeal nationwide. 

Similarly General Dostum, the 
veteran strongman and survivor of 
Afghanistan's wars, can bank on 
the votes of many of his fellow 
Uzbeks in the north. 

But General Dostum* who leads 
the Jumbish party, is trying to 
widen tiis appeal, says Mr Parekli, 
"He's had good advice in putting 
his slate toga her. 1 * 

Mr Parekli points to the general’s 
choice of a w oman - Safiqa Habibi 
- as his running mate, who is a 
Pash tun 

His second running male is from 


national 


On 9 October, Afghans 
are due to choose their 
first democratically 

elected leader. 

Despite continuing security fears, 
ihe build-up for the elections is 
well underwav 

The registration process is 9(1% 
complete - ihe UN says S Tnnllioji 
of the estimated 9 ^million eligible 
voters have signed up 

However, elect ion officials admit 
private! v there have been mam 
multiple registrations. 

A more accurate picture of the si/e 
ot I he electorate will onlv emerge 
on polling dav, when checks will 
be in place lo prevent multiple 
voting. 

Another kev stage in the process is 
the publication b\ ihe election 
both of the candidate hsi * 23 
people in all, higher than mam 
expected 

That is causing some concern for 
the candidate at No 13 on ihe list - 
Hamid Karzai. who is still 
official I v the country's interim 
president 

Few doubt he will win The 
question is whether he can do so 
firsl time round, or whether lie will 
have to go to a run-off two weeks 
later. 

The mathematics are obvious - 


with 22 opponents. Mr Karzai's 
chances of gathering more than 
50% are much lower, ev en if some 
ol them get just a handful of v otes, 
But some of his opponents are 
expected to secure large numbers 
of v otes in their home areas. 

There is no doubt Mr. Kami's 
supporters would prefer a first- 
round via on 

Some in his camp admit thev arc 

hoping Ihe number of candidates 
will be whittled down after 
elect ion organizers hav e 
considered anv objections, which 
had lo be made bv 31 Juh 
Some candidates could drop out 
before polling day 
Mr Karzai is also hoping to avoid a 
second round 

"Of course a first round win for 
Karzai is better.' 1 said one 
diplomat, who asked nol to be 
identified 

"It would give him the nationwide 
mandate he needs." 

A victory on 9 October would also 
give him "much more latitude in 
selecting his cabinet", says Vikram 
Parekli, senior analyst with the 
International Crisis Group in 
Kabul 

So who are President Kar/ai's most 
serious challengers 1 ’ 

The three candidates thoughl likely 
lo win most v otes after Mr Karzai 
are Yunus Qanutii. Abdul Rashid 
Dostum and Mohammed Mohaqiq 
- in each case largely because of 
their ethnic power base. 

The bulk of Mr Kar/ai's support is 
likely to come from his own 
Pashtun constituency - the 
country's largest ethnic group - but 
his supporters sav he will in to 


October. 

President Karzai has chosen 
another Hazara, Karim Khalili. as 
his second running mate, although 
he is not seen as Having the clout 
to take many votes away from Mr 
Mohaqiq. 

As the only female candidate. Dr 
Massouda Jaial will get plenty of 
attention 


But at the moment* she is not , 
expected to win many votes. 

Another important candidate is 
Ahmad Shah Ahmadzai. deputy to! 
the former mujahideen leader, 
Abdul Rasul Sayyafl and a 
religious conservative 
As a Pashtun. lie will be able to 1 
take some votes away from Mr 
Karzai in the south and east, 
Analysts say he may also appeal to 
ami-American sentiments in those 
regions. 

Fending off the challenge of so 


another minority group, the 
Turkmens. 

Like most of Mr Kar/ai’s 
challengers, Mohammed Mohaqiq 
is running as an independent, but 
he is the leader of the Shin 
Hazaras of central Afghanistan 
He has a very loyal following 
ihere and is also likely to get 
many votes from Hazaras still 
living as refugees in neighboring 
Iran. 

Preparations arc under way to 
allow Afghan refugees in both 
Iran and Pakistan to vote on 9 


many candidates will nol be Mr 
Karzai's only concern when the 
campaign proper starts on 7 ; 
September. 

Security fears are likely to prevent 
him visiting mam parts of the 
country. 

Even when he does make , 
campaign stops, his American 
bodyguards are likely io severelv 
restrict the access people have to 
him. 

Hamid Karzai may be the clear 
favorite* but it is nol going to be an 
easy vielorv, 


\2 Key al-Qaida| 
Members 
Arrested 


Pakistani officials sav two 
more high-ranking al-Qaidu 
members have been arrested 
Pakistan's interior minister. 
Sycd Faisal Saleh Hay at. told 
reporters Tuesday die two 
men were from Africa, but he 
had no other details about 
their identity. 

The Associated Press reports 
one of lire suspects has a 
multi-million dollar US. 
bounty for his capture. 

News agency reports of 
Severn 1 ot her al Qa ida-lin ked 
arrests could not be 
con finned. 

Also on Tuesday. Pakistani 
state television said the 
military has Hushed out 
terrorists and gained control 
of Pakistan's isolated South 
Wa/instan region. 

The military has been staging 
raids in die semi-autonomous 
tribal region for the past two 
months, A military press 
release reports a huge antis 
stash was also discovered 
during the operations 


US Says Many Dead In Clash 

Urviwdi rdf CnmP If thf* rasimltv tn 


The US military in 
Afghanistan says it 
may have killed up 
to -50 insurgents 
after heavy 

fighting near the 
eastern border 

with Pakistan. 

If confirmed, it will be 
one of the most serious 


clashes since US forces 
entered Afghanistan in 
late 2001 

Afghan officials say 
several government 
soldiers with the 
Americans were also 
killed in the fighting in 
Khost province on 
Monday 


However, some are If the casualty toll 
treating the US claims claimed by US 
cautiously. commanders is 

The fighting began early confirmed, it would be a 
on Monday morning, serious setback for the 
officials say, just across insurgents in a key 
the border from border region 
Pakistan's tribal areas. But the US military 
after suspected Taleban admits its figures are 
militants attacked an based on estimates by 
isolated border post. pilots flying overhead. 
The US military says it And there have been 
responded with aircraft previous instances when 
and helicopter gunship. US forces have claimed 
forcing the attackers to to have inflicted heavy 
retreat in panic, a losses on 1 aleban and 
statement said al-Qaeda militants. 

But hours later US which have later proved' 
ground troops, and incorrect. 

Afghan units with them, As some security 
reported coming under analysts point out, from 
renewed and heavy' fire, the air it is very hard to 
US aircraft were again know who has been hit, 
called in. and who they are 
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militants crossing into Pakistan. 

He also said one suspected Arab 
fighter had been captured. 

Some reports say the fighting 
began when suspected Taleban 
fighters attacked a military post 
in the Gurbuz district of Khost 
province, 150km (95 miles) 
south-east of Kabul, early on 
Monday morning. 

US Major Rick Peat said: "A B-l 
bomber, two A-10 Thunderbolt II 
aircraft and four AH-1 Cobra 
helicopters provided air support 
"The militants retreated in panic 
and were pursued by the attack 
aircraft," he said. 

Major Peat said Afghan forces 


III fi J percent are targeted to 
EMM*have laid down their 

n disarmament of private 
fighters have laid down 

statement. The civilian life, the 
has a projected statement added, 

h of 70,000 in In the remote west 
■ars time. 'The Afghanistan province of 
ry of Defense Ghor, the Afghanistan 
to have 16,000 New Beginnings 

•s in the ANA by Program leading the 
?.r and has more disarmament drive is 
reviewing plans to start 
disarmament in light of 
the security incident 


Afghan forces backed 
by US aircraft have 
clashed with dozens of 
suspected Taleban 
fighters near the 
Pakistan border, US and 
Afghan officials said. 
Casualty reports vary but Afghan 
General Khialbaz Sherzai said 
two Afghan soldiers and two 
Taleban men died in fighting 
south of Khost town 
The US military said it had 
inflicted "heavy losses” in 
Monday’s fighting. 

General Sherzai said his forces 
had seen dozens of wounded 


IRAft 




PAKISTAN 


backed by A-10s clashed with the 
Taleban a second time four to 
five hours later. 

"Again, the militants retreated 
after incurring heavy losses," 
Major Peat said 

Taleban fighters have vowed to 
disrupt presidential elections set 
for October 


KABUL (AFP) - 
The fledgling national 
army will deploy 16,000 
soldiers nationwide to 
improve security in time 
for the country’s first 
presidential elections in 
October, the US-led 
coalition said Monday, than 13,500 soldiers 
Security has deteriorated currently, including 
rapidly ahead of polls as those soldiers already 
insurgents bent on trained and those in 
derailing the vote step training at the Kabul 
up attacks on soft targets Military 1 raining 

such as civilians, aid Center,' the statement 
and election workers as said 
well as government and The embryonic army 
US-led forces, plans to draw its forces 

Afghanistan's national from the estimated 
army (ANA) now 40,000-60,000 private 
n.imhprc 11 500 it said militia, of whom 60 


Afghan Foreign 
Minister Arrives 
in Cairo 

CAIRO. (Xinhua) - 
Afghan Foreign 

Minister Abdullah 

Abdullah arrived here 
Monday evening to kick 
off his visit to Egypt. 
Egypt's official MENA 
news agency reported. 
This was Abdullah's 
first visit to Egypt 
which was aimed at 
boosting bilateral 

relations in various 
areas. 

During his stay here. 
Abdullah is expected to 
meet with Egyptian 
Prime Minister Ahmed 
Nazef on wavs to 
promote bilateral 

relations 

The top Afghan 
diplomat is also 
scheduled to hold talks 
with his Egyptian 
counterpart Ahmed 

Abu I Gheit on the 
situation in Afghanistan 
and the Middle East 


their great chance to either play a role in 
a successful confirming the new, 
a democratic political 
he order, or they can be a 
force to undermine it," 
8.5 million he said "They can 
jstered either affirm pluralistic, 
democratic 
* they can 
mockery of 
by embracing 
of extremism and armed 
and militias and by, 
attempting to silence 
those with whom they 


8.5 million voters have build 
registered for elections political system and 
U.S. Ambassador and successfol country," 

Special Envoy to said^ 

Afghanistan Zalmay He said over 
Klialilzad called upon Afghans have regi 
Afghans to use their to vote for the fall 2004 tolerant, 
upcoming presidential presidential elections values, 
and parliamentary and the spring 2005 make a 
elections to choose legislative elections, them 
leaders who will despite reports 
promote national unity obstacles 
and act for the good of intimidation 
all Afghan citizens. The ambassador also 
Speaking at the opening called upon political disagree 
of the Election and parties to play a positive The re 
Information Center in role during the country's elections 
Kart-e-Parwan, Kabul, political transition, be a pi 
July 31, Khaliizad said, saying responsible where 1< 
"a new moment of parties "are an essential for the g 
promise is at hand" for and normal part of free people, 
Afghanistan. societies." behalf of 

"Afghans know that this "Political parties can the expen 


KABUL. (Reuters) - 
Insecurity is discouraging 
private contractors from 
taking part in reconstruction 
of the war-ravaged country, 
the finance minister said on 
Tuesday 

Ashraf Ghani Alimad/.ai 
also urged Afghans to 
channel their taxes through 
the central government in 
order to allow the aid-reliant 
country to stand on its own 
feet. 

"Lack of security is (lie 
major problem for (he 
participation of the private 
sector in reconstruction." 
AHmad/ai told a seminar on 
the Afghan budget and us 
implementation 
"This problem should be 
solved Otherwise 

reconstruction cannot go 
ahead, because contractors 
put up their prices day after 
day. saving "there is no 
security'." 

lit recent months the level of 
violence in Afghanistan has 
been at its highest since 
U.S.-led forces overthrew 
the Taliban in late 2001. 
Over the past year, more 
than 900 people, including 
more than 30 aid workers, 
have been killed mainly in 
attacks blamed on Taliban 
remnants, The total includes 


militant casualties. 

Much of the south and easL| 
where the Taliban and 
Islamic militant allies are 
most active, is oft' limits to 
aid workers, 

Last week, aid agency 


Man Ms We; Two Commit Suicide 

A RAC HI: dead The police suspect police shifted the body 


dead The police suspect police shitted the bom 
married Fazal to be the killer to the C i\ il Hospital 
s killed Bullet-riddled bod\ of Ataur Rehman. 211. a 

matter Momin Khan, 26. a shopkeeper, also ended 
police watchman and hailing his life by consuming 
uesday, from Batgrarm was some poisonous 

said, found lying under substance because of 
details, cotton bales from the financial hardships in 
Fazal factory premises where Azam Basti within 
io had he was employed in Mehmoodabad police 
t about Avub Goth within the jurisdiction. He was 
igo in Sohrab Goth police brought to the Jinnah 
ted in a jurisdiction. Postgraduate Medical 

Madiar His bodv was shifted to centre (JPMC) where he 
near the Abbasi Shaheed breathed his last 

mosque Hospital (ASH). Two friends were 

ago. On The Shershah police crushed under the 
righbors told that a drugs addict wheels ol a speeding 
l loud Ehsanullah. 24. hanged hit-and-run coach near 
;d the himself with a pillar in Aga Khan Jamaat Khana 
bed the Paracha graveyard when they had slipped 
i Lai la The deceased had from their motorcycle 
if blood demanded some money (KAR-5978) in a bid to 
r to the from his mother and on save the life of passer- 
where her refusal he by near Aysha Manzil 
ced her committed suicide. The roundabout _ 


provincial authorities lo 
Hand over customs rev enues 
so that Afghanistan could 
become self-reliant at least| 
in meeting its budgetary 
needs. 

Local power brokers have 
been reluctant to hand over 
customs revenues to central 
coders, often treating them 
as personal income used 
partly to fund private 
armies. 
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